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On June 7, 2008, the Merrickville 
Public Library opened in its new build-
ing to record crowds, which continued 
through the summer, as the commu-
nity flocked to visit its new library.   

Enthusiasm for the new 
library is evident in the dramatic increase in use experi-
enced in 2008.  As well as having our busiest summer 
ever, annual Library visits were up 8% from 2007, 
borrowing increased 15.5%, and public Internet use 
was up 6.5% and use of the library’s online databases 
& e-books has more than doubled.  The number of lo-
cal households using the library increased 33% over 
2007, with 176 new members joining the library since the move.   

To keep up with the demand, the library added over 1,350 books 
and other media to our collection in 2008.  Thanks in part to the 
Friends of the Library’s Adopt-a-Book campaign, we expanded our 
fiction collections for adults and youth, and our Large Print, 
audiobook, and graphic novel collections, as well as increasing our 
early literacy and homework resources (print & online).  The library 
currently holds over 19,000 books & other media. 

Thank You to our Thank You to our Thank You to our Thank You to our 

Community DonorsCommunity DonorsCommunity DonorsCommunity Donors    
Thank you to everyone 
who helped make our 
new library a reality. 
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Patron Visits :  12,609Patron Visits :  12,609Patron Visits :  12,609Patron Visits :  12,609    
+8%+8%+8%+8%    

Circulation :    28,436Circulation :    28,436Circulation :    28,436Circulation :    28,436    
+15.5%+15.5%+15.5%+15.5%    

EEEE----Collection Use: 3,500+Collection Use: 3,500+Collection Use: 3,500+Collection Use: 3,500+    
Internet Use :     2,848Internet Use :     2,848Internet Use :     2,848Internet Use :     2,848    

+6.5%+6.5%+6.5%+6.5%    
    

New MembersNew MembersNew MembersNew Members::::                                        +26%+26%+26%+26%    
                Households:  120Households:  120Households:  120Households:  120    
                Individuals:    250Individuals:    250Individuals:    250Individuals:    250 
Active Members (2008):   Active Members (2008):   Active Members (2008):   Active Members (2008):       
Individuals:Individuals:Individuals:Individuals:                    1,4061,4061,4061,406                

+23%+23%+23%+23%    

Households:Households:Households:Households:               696   696   696   696 
+33%+33%+33%+33%    

NeNeNeNew Books (etc.):  1,355w Books (etc.):  1,355w Books (etc.):  1,355w Books (etc.):  1,355    
    

Busiest Month:   July Busiest Month:   July Busiest Month:   July Busiest Month:   July     
Ave. Library use :    Ave. Library use :    Ave. Library use :    Ave. Library use :        

   11.6 patron visits/hr   11.6 patron visits/hr   11.6 patron visits/hr   11.6 patron visits/hr
(includes programs) 

Annual Library UseAnnual Library UseAnnual Library UseAnnual Library Use 

Trillium Trillium Trillium Trillium Supports Supports Supports Supports     

Our CommunityOur CommunityOur CommunityOur Community    
 

The Library Board was 
delighted to receive a grant 
from the Ontario Trillium Foundation (OTF) 
in 2007-08, to assist in our new building 
project. 

The library received a Trillium grant of 
$47,200 under OTF’s mandate to improve 
access to community resources.  The grant 
was used for new shelving, carpet, signs, 
and computer equipment needed to convert 
the building into a library. 

The Library Board appreciates Trillium’s 
support for the library’s role in our 
community’s cultural, educational, and 
recreational well-being! 

Lions’ Club Lions’ Club Lions’ Club Lions’ Club     
Makes It Happen!Makes It Happen!Makes It Happen!Makes It Happen! 
 

The new library could not have happened 
without the leadership and community spirit of 
the Merrickville Lions’ Club. 

The Lions’ Club saw Merrickville-Wolford’s need 
for a larger and more modern library and came 
up with the plan to purchase the former 
Canadian Recreational Canoe Association 
building to donate to the community as the 
library’s new home! 

The Library Board appreciates the enthusiasm, 
generosity, and hard work of all the members of 
the Lions’ Club—and especially of Jim Jordan, 
Gerry Seguin, and Jim St. James — in initiating 
and fundraising for this project.  We thank you 
and the community thanks you. 

(cont. on p. 2  ) 

New Library 
Gets  

Record Use! 
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The Friends of the Library have a 
long history of volunteering their time 
to fundraise on behalf of the library. 

These efforts paid off in 2008, when 
the Friends were able to contribute 
$8,000 to the renovations of the new 
library building.  The Friends also 
played an active role in the library’s 
Relocation Celebration and Grand 
Opening Day.   

The Board The Board The Board The Board 
wishes wishes wishes wishes     

to express our to express our to express our to express our     
gratitude to gratitude to gratitude to gratitude to     
The Friends The Friends The Friends The Friends     
of the Library of the Library of the Library of the Library     
for all their for all their for all their for all their 
efforts efforts efforts efforts     
on behalf on behalf on behalf on behalf     

of the libraryof the libraryof the libraryof the library    

Getting by with a little help from our FriendsGetting by with a little help from our FriendsGetting by with a little help from our FriendsGetting by with a little help from our Friends    

Adopt-a-Book adds 
$2,000 of books to 
library’s shelves! 

The library’s Relocation Celebration, on June 6, 
was attended by Mayor Doug Struthers and 
representatives from Montague Township, the 
Ontario Trillium Foundation, the Merrickville 
Lions’ Club, and our many community donors 
and volunteers, including the Friends of the 
Library.   

The opening, organized by board members Jim 
Cooper and Paulette Kimball, was the 
culmination of months of planning on the part 
of the Library Board and staff.  The former 
Canadian Recreational Canoe Association 
building, purchased and donated by the Lions’ 
Club, was extensively renovated by local 
contractor Jamie Sels, and decorated by 
interior designer Judith Moore, who generously 
donated her expertise. 

The building is now a beautifully open library 
space featuring new shelving and furniture - 
thanks to a Trillium grant and community 
donations - that make it a comfortable and inviting 
spot with plenty of room to browse the collection, 
use computers, and spend time working or 
reading by the fire.  The downstairs of the building 
is fully accessible, and the board is currently 
working to extend this to the upper floor. 

The Library Board feels we have been successful 
in our goal of making the library more “user-
friendly”, and appreciates all the help we received 
in making this come true. 

New LibraryNew LibraryNew LibraryNew Library                (Cont. from p. 1) 

Town Crier 
Cy Drake 
kicks off the 
Opening 

Board Chair Brian 
Reid says a few 

words. 

 
Mayor  Doug 
Struthers and 
Montague councillor 
Bill Eckersley unveil 
the plaque. 

The Friends continue to fundraise for 
the library through their Spring Plant 
Sale, Fall Bulb Sale, used book sales, 
and a very successful Adopt-a-Book 
campaign. 

In 2008, these funds were also used to 
sponsor the library’s children’s pro-
grams, Talking Books for visually im-
paired patrons, and other library pro-
jects. 

Reps from Merrickville-Wolford, Montague 
Twp, Lions’ Club, Trillium, Friends of the 

Library & the Library Board join the librarian in 
cutting the ribbon for the new library. 

Community members enjoy the  
new library’s spacious interior! 



brary’s online resources to school classes. 

The library provided resources for Merrick-
ville Day Nursery School, the municipal 
Sizzling Summer programs, and other  chil-
dren’s groups, as well as supplying books for 
several local Book Clubs. 

The library continues to work with community 
groups, such as the Historical Society, 
Health Centre, Chamber of Commerce, 
and, of course, the Merrickville Lions’ Club.  
Our new meeting room provides space for 
community groups, such as the Agricultural 
Fair Board and the Knitting Club. 

Reaching out to the community!Reaching out to the community!Reaching out to the community!Reaching out to the community!    
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ToToToTo  Community Groups: Community Groups: Community Groups: Community Groups:     

                                                    36  Visits36  Visits36  Visits36  Visits    

    To School Classes:To School Classes:To School Classes:To School Classes:    

                                                    44  Visits44  Visits44  Visits44  Visits    
    

Total Participants:Total Participants:Total Participants:Total Participants:    

                                                    1,1671,1671,1671,167    

Librarian VisitsLibrarian VisitsLibrarian VisitsLibrarian Visits 

The library offers children’s programs 
year round to promote literacy and pre-
literacy skills and encourage a lifelong 
love of reading. 

Our weekly StoryTime program for pre-
schoolers combines music & rhythm in-
struments with stories and a craft.  In 
2008, StoryTime incorporated the Every 
Child Ready to Read program which fo-
cuses on key pre-literacy skills.   

Summer ReadingSummer ReadingSummer ReadingSummer Reading    

During the summer, the library runs summer 
reading programs to help preserve and de-
velop reading skills. 

In 2008, the library ran the TD Summer 
Reading Club (sponsored by the TD Bank) - 
this year with a theme of LOL - Laugh Out 
Loud.  This included an independent reading 
program for older kids, and a craft & reading 
program for younger children.  The program 
included prizes and poster draws. 

Special ProgramsSpecial ProgramsSpecial ProgramsSpecial Programs    

The library also held special children’s pro-

grams for Halloween & March 
Break, including Juice Jam (music 
program) by Polly Beach, craft ac-
tivities, and evening storytimes.  

Thanks!Thanks!Thanks!Thanks! 

Our thanks to Polly Beach and to 
Tia Lutes & Shelby Brown for their 
help with the summer program 
and to the Friends of the Library 
for providing prizes, and craft & 
snack supplies for our programs. 

Library = Reading + FunLibrary = Reading + FunLibrary = Reading + FunLibrary = Reading + Fun    

In 2008, the library continued outreach ser-
vices to community groups & schools.   

The librarian took children’s story programs 
to Merrickville Play Group (biweekly) and 
the Health Centre’s Well Baby Clinic 
(monthly).  

The library was active in reaching out to lo-
cal schools.  The librarian provided re-
source material and visited classes at 
Merrickville, Wolford & Montague 
schools with programs for Halloween & 
Christmas and with book talks.  The librar-
ian also offered workshops on using the li-

Library fun comes 
to the classroom! 

Juice Jam music fun with Polly Beach  

Children’s ProgramsChildren’s ProgramsChildren’s ProgramsChildren’s Programs    
    

     In Library:     In Library:     In Library:     In Library:                            62626262    
    

   Attendance:   Attendance:   Attendance:   Attendance:          946  946  946  946 

Children’s ProgramsChildren’s ProgramsChildren’s ProgramsChildren’s Programs 

Children’s programs encourage young library users 

Our spacious and colourful new Children’s Area  
is a hit with kids and parents! 

Kids clown  
around  in our 

 “Laugh Out Loud”  
TD Summer 
Reading Club 



This service enables members 
to borrow from public libraries 
across Ontario, allowing the 
library to satisfy demand 
within a limited book budget.  
In 2008, our library loaned 
over 500 books to other librar-
ies. 

Genealogy / Genealogy / Genealogy / Genealogy / 

LLLLoooocal Hical Hical Hical Hisssstorytorytorytory 
The library is partnering with 
the Merrickville & District His-
torical Society to make their 
digitalized archive collection 
available for public access in 
our new Local History room.  
This room also houses the ex-
tensive collection of local ge-
nealogical records, compiled 
by Alice Hughes. 

Meeting Meeting Meeting Meeting 

RoomRoomRoomRoom    
The library’s new meeting 
room is available for use for 
library programs, like the li-
brary’s new Book Club, and by 
community groups. 

Energy MeterEnergy MeterEnergy MeterEnergy Meter    
The library continues to 

offer energy meters (to meas-
ure home energy consump-
tion) for loan to the commu-
nity. 

Merrickville Public LMerrickville Public LMerrickville Public LMerrickville Public Liiiibrarybrarybrarybrary    

Board MeBoard MeBoard MeBoard Memmmmbers 2009bers 2009bers 2009bers 2009    
 

Brian Reid, Chairperson 

Sue Birta 

Martine Gow-Cooper 

Timothy Molloy, Council Representative 

Olivia Enns, Montague Representative 

Anne Tener, Montague Representative 
 

And your Librarian …And your Librarian …And your Librarian …And your Librarian …  Mary Kate Laphen 

VVVVolunteersolunteersolunteersolunteers    
The library would like to 
thank our volunteers 
who donate their time to 
tasks such as process-
ing, repairing, and 
shelving books, pro-
gram help, and main-
taining our website.  
Without the contribution 
of our volunteers, the 
library would be unable 
to provide our current 
level of service.   

Thank you, 

Irene Briggs Irene Briggs Irene Briggs Irene Briggs     

Maureen GrossMaureen GrossMaureen GrossMaureen Gross    

Gillian HammondsGillian HammondsGillian HammondsGillian Hammonds    

Dianne Hyndman Dianne Hyndman Dianne Hyndman Dianne Hyndman     

Diana  McCaveraDiana  McCaveraDiana  McCaveraDiana  McCavera    

Gillian Morden Gillian Morden Gillian Morden Gillian Morden     

Brenda Reid Brenda Reid Brenda Reid Brenda Reid     

Liz SinclairLiz SinclairLiz SinclairLiz Sinclair    

Mary SmalMary SmalMary SmalMary Smalllll    

Lindsay SuthrenLindsay SuthrenLindsay SuthrenLindsay Suthren    

Dawn ZaversenukeDawn ZaversenukeDawn ZaversenukeDawn Zaversenuke    

Tia LutesTia LutesTia LutesTia Lutes    

Shelby BrownShelby BrownShelby BrownShelby Brown    

 &   &   &   &      

Peter RichardsPeter RichardsPeter RichardsPeter Richards        

OOOOnline Resources!nline Resources!nline Resources!nline Resources!    
Homework Help @ the LibraryHomework Help @ the LibraryHomework Help @ the LibraryHomework Help @ the Library    

Students of all ages have free 
online access to a huge selec-
tion of print reference & journal 
resources available anywhere 
through the library’s website. 

Small Business @ the LibrarySmall Business @ the LibrarySmall Business @ the LibrarySmall Business @ the Library 

Online resources include jour-
nals for small business & the 
tourism sector.  Plus, online 
access to databases for 
health, auto repair, & popular 
magazines, such as Consumer 
Reports. 

Wireless InternetWireless InternetWireless InternetWireless Internet    
The library’s wireless 

high-speed public Internet ac-
cess is increasingly popular in 
our larger location. 

Special NeedsSpecial NeedsSpecial NeedsSpecial Needs 
To make the collection 

more accessible, the library 
offers Large Print books and 
audio-books.  LP books are 
also sent regularly to Rose-
bridge Manor Nursing Home.  
A provincial CNIB Talking Book 
service is also available for 
members with serious visual 
impairment. 

InterLibrary LoansInterLibrary LoansInterLibrary LoansInterLibrary Loans    
Our Interlibrary Loan (ILL) 
service continues to be popu-
lar, especially with local 
Book Clubs.  We received 
890 loans in 2008 (close 
to 2007’s all-time high).  
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Library Services: books & beyond!Library Services: books & beyond!Library Services: books & beyond!Library Services: books & beyond!    

    

Books Books Books Books –––– for all ages! for all ages! for all ages! for all ages!    

Large Print BooksLarge Print BooksLarge Print BooksLarge Print Books    

Online DatabasesOnline DatabasesOnline DatabasesOnline Databases    

EEEE----Books Books Books Books     

MagazinesMagazinesMagazinesMagazines    

AudioBooks AudioBooks AudioBooks AudioBooks     

Children’s VideosChildren’s VideosChildren’s VideosChildren’s Videos    

Computer Games (kids’Computer Games (kids’Computer Games (kids’Computer Games (kids’))))    

Talking BooksTalking BooksTalking BooksTalking Books    

Teen SpaceTeen SpaceTeen SpaceTeen Space    

Genealogy CollectionGenealogy CollectionGenealogy CollectionGenealogy Collection    

Local HistoryLocal HistoryLocal HistoryLocal History    

InterLibrary LoanInterLibrary LoanInterLibrary LoanInterLibrary Loan    

Meeting RoomMeeting RoomMeeting RoomMeeting Room    
    

Internet AccessInternet AccessInternet AccessInternet Access    

Wireless accessWireless accessWireless accessWireless access    

WoWoWoWordProcessing, etc.rdProcessing, etc.rdProcessing, etc.rdProcessing, etc.    

ScannerScannerScannerScanner    

Printing, Copying, FaxPrinting, Copying, FaxPrinting, Copying, FaxPrinting, Copying, Fax    
    

StoryTimeStoryTimeStoryTimeStoryTime    

Summer Reading ClubSummer Reading ClubSummer Reading ClubSummer Reading Club    

& More& More& More& More    

Library ServicesLibrary ServicesLibrary ServicesLibrary Services 

In 2008, the library 
received funding to 
support public Internet 
service from the 
Community Access 
Program (CAP) and the 
provincial Connectivity 
program. 

  CAP  CAP  CAP  CAP                                $  1,430            $  1,430            $  1,430            $  1,430    

  Connectivity    $  1,212  Connectivity    $  1,212  Connectivity    $  1,212  Connectivity    $  1,212    

    Internet Internet Internet Internet     

    Funding Funding Funding Funding  

Books are just the start of today’s library services.  Merrickville Library offers Internet 
access, online resources, magazines, special formats, including audiobooks (CD, tape, & 
downloadable eAudio-books), and more for all our patrons. 

Thanks to  
community donations, 
the new library has an 
“awesome” Teen Space 
that offers our teen users 
more room for books, 
computers & getting 
together.  

Teen SpaceTeen SpaceTeen SpaceTeen Space 


